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EBPOTlbIH N'MLYYH OPOH OAHWU, ®PAHL, TEPMAH, UPNTAHA, NCTAHMU,
AHIMN YNcyyabliH OPOH HYTITMWAH COHIYYNUWH TOMTOSNILIOOHbI 3APUM
3OXULYYNANTbIH OHUNOr

OHaxyy cyganraar “COoHryynumnH Tyxam Xyynb”-UinH axIblH XCTUVH MMLLYYH, YNCbiH X XyprbiH
rmwyyH CyHaoynH BatbongbiH 3axvanraap xvimk rynuatras. YUX—biH rmwyyH C. batbonabiH
MPYYIIC3H YMrnanuiH aaryy TamrbiH raspbiH CyaanraaHsl TOBUIMH axnbiH 6ar HUNTA33 EBponbIH
7 opoH (YHrap, OaHun, ®paHu, MepmaH, Wpnang, Vcnanu, AHMW ync) -biH OPOH HYTIMIH
COHIYYNUIH Xyynb TOFTOOMXWA, aryynrbiH LLMHXWIT3d XMNB.

EBponbiH rvwyyH opHyya 6omnox YHrap, Oanun, ®panu, Mepman, WpnaHa, Vicnanuw, AHrmu
33par AOMNOOH YNCYYAbIH OPOH HYTIMH COHIYYNUAH TOTTOMLIOOHA, YINIC TOPUNH HAaMYY[ X3PX3H
OPOrILOX OPOMLI00, OPOH HYTIMINH XYPIbIH YN axunnaraaxg ync TepuinH anbax TylwaanTHyyabIr
COHIoX, TOMWUINOX 33PrUAr /XaecpanT - 1/ HAP O9BLUMX HACHbl 4004 Xasraap, YNc TOPUNH Ham
HOP ASBLUYYNAX 3pX, (Bve AaaH HAp O3BLUMX 3PX) COHIYYNUINH BYP3IH 3pXuUH Xyrauaa 33par /
XascpanT -2/ cyanaBan 30Xux acyyanaap cyganraaHj XxampargcaH ync opHyyabir XapbLyynaH
XYCH3IT33p XapyyrnaxblH XaMT XuLwaa 60nroH EBponbiH Xon600oHOOC r1LLIYYH OpHYYAaz rapracaH
36BINOMXMWIT XapranadaH YHrap yrcblH XyBbj, O3NTOPIHIyN cyganraa Xums.

MeH TyyHunaH cyganraaHbl 3X CypBarmx GOMOX CaMTblH HAp, 3axuanardy unyy O3nrapaHryn
M37331 aBax bonomxunr OypayynaH cavitaac TaTcaH aHrmm 433pX 3X MaTtepuansIr /Xascpant -
3/ xaBcapraB. Cyfganraa xvnxaaa TyxawH yrCbiH OPOH HYTIMAH COHTYYNWUIAH XYYrnWnH aryynra,
MOH YaHap, OHLMTOMbIH XapbLyynanT, 3a4naH WMHXNAX, HAITrOH AYrHaX aprbir awnrnas.

OpOH HyTar Aaxb COHIYYNUMAH TOTTOJILLOOHbI X3563p

[aHun yncag COHryynuinH TOrtonuoo Hb XyBb T3HLYYN3H Teneenex d Hondt apraap sBargax
fereeq xamruiiH ONoOH YNAC3H caHan A433p yHA3Cnaaar. CoHror4yma, yrnc TepumnH Ham 3CXyr Hap
O9BLUMIYMA caHan erex bereeq Yyagaaryv Hap O3BLUMMYUA OTCOH CaHanyyabir HAP A3BLUNMIYMIAH
OypTranTan Hama WUIKYYNAaar.

*  ®paHL YNCbiH XyBbJ OPOH HYTIMIH XYH aMblH TOOHOOC xamaapgar. 3500-aac onoH
TOOHbI OPLUWH CYYrY HAr Wnmkmnx caHan (STV) Tan OpoH HYTrMH HaPknA Ganx cyyanbiH
9XHUI XaracbIr 9HMMIH ONOHXUA YHASCMN3H XyBaapunax 6a gapaarviiH xarac cyyanbir
XyBaapunaxgaa XxyBb TOHUYYN3H Teneenex d Hondt apraap xaparnagar 6ereen TaBaac
O93LU XYBUWH CaHan aBcaH XyYMYYCUINH caHanbir xyBaapunHa. 3500-aac 0noH TOOHbI
OPLUMH cyyryTan 60n 3eBrnexyyAUNr SHIMIAH ONTOHXMIAH CaHanaap COHIOHO.

» TlepmaH yncag xamruiH 0aag gyHoxuir acxyn d Hondt apra Asap yHaacnagar.

*  WpnaHpg yncag onoH cyyaanTain TOMpOorT Har wuimkmnx caHan (STV) tan Droop quota
TOrTONLOO YANYUMAST.

*  VcnaHu yncag opoH HYTIMAH X3MXI3H33C Xamaapy COHrYYmnuiH TOMPrUMnH TOrTonLoo
6awvpar. TyxaviH opoH HyTart 250 60MOH TYYH33C ONOH TOOHBI OPLUWH cyyry Ganraa 6on d
Hondt apraap ynnunnHa. Xsasraapnargman caHanTtan ofloHXMIH TorTonuoo 250-aac LeeH
TOOHbI OPLUWH CyyryTaW razap Xaparnaraaar.

*  AHrnuv yncag xo€p COHryynuiiH Tortonuoo 6anaar. Xona MpnaHgan Har WWIMKMX caHan
(STV), Nx BpuTaHng 3HIMIAH ONOHXMUIAH COHIYYITUIAH TOITONL0O OYHYy X3H TYPYYIDK rapcaH
Hb COHrorgox Gyry XaMruiH OfIoH caHar aBcaH Hb COHroraaor Tortonuoo Ganaar.

YHrap yncbiH OpOH HYTrMWH COHIYYNUIH Xyynb

2010 oHg BHYY-biH YncblH xypan  “OpoH HYTrUiAH XypribiH Teneeneryn 6a 3acar gaprbir

coHrox Tyxan” 1990 oHbl LXIV (64 gyrasp) xyynua EBponbiH Xon600HOOC r1LLyyH opHyyaaza
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rapracaH 3eBNeMXUIr XxapranaaH LWMH3YNaH 6atankaa. iHracHaap 15 6ynar, 63 3yin, 5 xascpant
Oyxun xyynua 6 6ynar, 25 3ynnTtan 60nroH eepunmkaa. OpoH HYTIMIH XypPrblH TeneeneryaminH
TOOT LI@epYYIK, COHIYYNUINH KOMMaHWH Xyrauaar 6aracracaH 6anHa. CoHryynuiiH KamnaHumnH
YPramknax xyravaar 60 XoHOroop TOrmTooXa3a.

HyTrviiH XypnblH TeneeneryaMmH TOO Hb OPLUMH CyyryablH TOOHOOC xamaapHa. 10 msHra
XYPTaM OPLUUH CyyrymaTanm XoT, TOCTOH XYH amaacaa xamaapy 2-8 Teneenerdyvir wyyn Hapcasp
coHrox 6on 10 MAHraac 433l XyH amTan XOT, CyYPWH ras3pyya XyYH aMblHxaa TOOHOOC XxaMaapaH
TOAOPXOWN TOOHbI TENEeeNervyaunr LWyya HOPCI3P COHrOX00C rafHa Hap A9BLUI3M COHIOr400ryn
XYMYYCUIH aBCaH CaHarblH TOOTOM NponopumnoHanvap caHasnbliH KOMNEHCALUMIH XarcaanTtaap
COHroHO. ['9X433 3H3 KOMMEHCaLUUiH arcaantaap COHrOrACOH TeneeneryaniiH T00 Hb Lyya
COHIOIACOH Terneenerdyanind TooHsl 50 XyBrnac xaTpaxryn. Tyxannban:

A. Myxaac fooLmx HyTar 3BCrapUNH HANK

1. 10000 6a TyyH33C A0OLL XYH aMTal HyTar A3BCraPUAH HANK COHMYYNMUINH HAr TOMpOr
6onox 6a yr ToMprooc H3PCUNH Xxarcaantaap caHan aBu,

* 100-raac gool xyH amTan 6on 2 Teneernery
* 1000-aac goow xyH amTar 6on 4 Teneenery
*  5000-aac goow xyH amTar 6on 6 Teneenery
*  10000-aac poow xyH amTan 6on 8 Teneenery Tyc TyC COHFOHO

.

2. 10000-aac 23w XyH amTan HyTar A43BCrOPUIAH HANK, HUMCNANUIAH AYYPryyaas
XONUMOT CUCTEM33P COHryynb sByyrnHa. LLyya HapcuiiH xarcaantaap To40pxow
TOOHbI HAP A3BLUMIY COHrorAox 6a TaAraapunH aBcHaac LaaHa ynacaH caHanaap
KOMMEHCALMIH XarcaanT 6ypayynHa.

* 25000 xypTan opLUMH cyyryTan 6on 8 Teneenery Lwyyn HIPCUIAH
XarcaanTaap, 3 Teneenerdy KOMNeHcaLnnH xarcaantaap COHrorAoHo.

* 50000 xypTan opwuH cyyrytar 6on Tyc Tyc 10 6a 4 Teneenery
e 75000 xypTan opwwuH cyyryTtam 6on Tyc Tyc 12 6a 5 Teneenery

* 100000 xypTan opwuH cyyrytam 6on Tyc Tyc 14 6a 6 Teneenery
COHIOrA0HO.

3. 100000-aac gasw oplumH cyyryTam 6on gaaw rapcaH 10000 xyH TyTamg 1
HOP A3BLUMIY HAPCUIAH XarcaanTaap, 25000 xyH Tytamg 1 XyH KOMneHcauuiH
XarcaanTtaap COHIrorgoHo.

B. Huiicnan

Huncnan BypanewT xoTeiH AccambnenH ruwyyamir 6yx XOT Har Tovpor 6anxaap COHryynb
saByynax 6ereeg 50000 opLUMH Cyyrd TyTMaac Har Teneenery COHrorqoXx Gavxaap ruwyyaunH
TOOT TOrTOOHO.

B. Myx

My>XWINH XypribiH TONOeneryaunr COHrox400 MyX HAr TOMpor 6arxaap 30XVMOH bawnryynHa.
Teneener4yauinH TOOr MY>XWUAH OPLLUMH CyyryAblH TOOTOW XapbLyyynaH TOrTOOHO.
* 400000 xypTan opwuH cyyrytam 6on 20000 opLuunH cyyrd 6ypT 1 Teneenery, roxaas
HUATA33 15-aac goowryn 6arix

* 700000 xypTan opLumnH cyyrytan 6on 20 Teneenery 6ariHa. Maxaas 400000-aac
493w rapcaHd 30000 xyH TyTamza 1 Teneenery oHoOrgox 6arxaap COHryynb sByyrHa.
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»  700000-aac unyy opLumH cyyrytam 6on oasw gascaH 40000 xyH Tytamz 1 Teneenery
oHorgox H6arixaap TOOLHO.

HapcuitH 6a KoMneHcauuiH xarcaanTt

My>aac [oOwWMnX HyTar O3BCrAPUINH HANKMA MaxopuTapaap COHryynb siByynax yen ruLiyyH
COHrox OONOH 3acar gapra COHrox Hap A3BLUMMYOWAH HIr HAr karcaanT Ganx Gereeg Hap
O3BLUMMY 36BX6H arnb H3r4 Hb HOP33 A3BLUYYMHI3. XONMMMOr CUCTEMI3P siBargax COHryyrbg
My)kaac J0OLUMX HyTar A3BCraPUAH HANK BOMOH MY3K, MY>KUAH 3PXT3lA XOT, HAUCNang Tyc 6ypT
Hb XypriblH Teneenerymg Hap A3BLUMIYAWAH 1 HAPCUIAH XarcaanT, 1 KOMNeHcauuinH  xarcaant
GaiiHa. Hap osBlwIMrYmMAa TyXaH COHMYYnUIAH TOMPOITOO 3H3 2 )arcaanTblH anb anvHi Hb HapPa3
O3BLUYYITK OonHO. X3paB karcaantaap xoéynaHraap Hb COHrorgcoH 6omn 30 XOHOrMH AoTop
COHIONTOO XWX arb HAr xarcaantaac Hapa3 XacyyrHa.

Xonumor cMcTeMasp 3acar Aaprbir COHroX yen Hap A3BLUMIY MEeH XypIibiH TeNeenerduiir COHrox
H3pCUIH Ga KOMMeHcaUuUH xarcaanTtag arnb anuMHg Hb HaP33 A3BLUYYMK 6onHo. Hulicnanuiti
3acar faprag Hap A3BLUMMY 36BXOH HUICNANUIAH Xarcaantand H3p33 A3BLUYYNHA. Huicnan
©O0NoH Myxuna, My>K 60NOH MYXXWUIH 3PXT3N XOTOA 33P3r HAP A3BLLYYITK GONOXryi.

Hap gaBwwury 6a Hap A3BLWYYMK Gy HamA TaBuUX Waapanara

MaxxopuTapaap COHryynb siByy/K Oy TOMPOrT HA3P O3BLUMIY TyXalH TOWPrMAH COHroryabiH
[op xasK 1%-uiH A43IMKNAr aBy 6amk HAP O3BLUMHI. XOMMOr CUCTEMIIP COHIyyrb siByynax
TOMPOIT HAP O3BLUYYNAX HAM TyXarH TOUPrMnH COHroryabiH Aop Xasx 1%-UnH A39MXIar aBcaH
6alix écTon.

3acar gaprag Hop A3BLUNIY:

* 10000 xypTnax OpLUMH CyyryTam TOMPOrT COHror4YabiH 3%-UNH A43MXNar aBcaH,

*  10000-aac gasw 100000-aac goow opLnH CyyryTam TOMPOrT CoOHroryabiH 2%,
roxaas 300-raac AOOLWry COHroryabIH A3MXITIr aBCaH

*  100000-aac 033l OpPLUMH CyyryTam TOMpPOrT coHroryabiH 1%, raxaas 2000-aac
OOOLUMYA COHrOrYAbIH A3MXIAr aBcaH 6amk HIP A3BLUNHS.

*  HwicnanuiH 3acar gaprag Hap A3BLUUIMY COHroryabiH 2%-nac AOOLNYnH A3MXKIIar
aBy Gaiix Hap A3BLUMHA.

Hap OaBLUYYNaX HAMbIH XyBbA:

*  10000-aac 433l OpLUMH CyyryTam TOAPOIT yIIC TOPUIH HaM KOMMEHCALMIAH XarcaanT
rapraxbiH Tyng yr HyTar 49BCrap A3Xb MaXxopuTapaap COHroX TOMPryyabiH 40P XasiK
Tanaac Unyy4 Hb Hap A3BLUMIYTIN Ganix ECTOMN.

s HwiicnanunH gyypryyaunH Tanaac uiyya Hb KOMNEHCauuiH xarcaanT rapracaH Ham
HUMACTANUIH Xypang Hap A9BLUYYNOX IPXTIN.

*  Anb H3r TOMPOIT HApP A3BLUCIH BancaH XyH H3P33 TaTCHaap HaMbIHX Hb HAP
A3BLLYYOX 9PX XYHUHIYI BOMOXryi.

Hamyyn xamTtapcaH xarcaanT raprax
*  MaxopwuTtapaap LuyyA COHroX TOMPryyAbiH Tanaac Uiyya XxamTpaH Hap A3BLUYYIICOH
Hamyy[ xamTapcaH KOMMEeHCaLUMIH xarcaanT raprax 60omHo.

*  HwicnanunH gyypryyauvH Tanaac Unyya Hb XxamtapcaH KOMMNeHcauuiiH xarcaant
rapracaH Hamyyg HUACTNANWUIAH LWyy[ COHroX TOMPOIT XaMTpaH Hap A3BLUYYIDK 6OMHO.

*  Hamyya myxuiiH coHror4amiii 1% 6ytoy gop xasbk 2000-aac 4OOLUNYM COHFOMYMIH
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A3MXKNIAMMAT XaMTpaH aBcaH 60 My>XWIH LWyya COHroX TOMPOIT XaMTpaH Hap
A3BLLYYIK 60MnHO.

CoHryynuiH cuctem 6a AyH raprax

1. 3acar gaprbir COHrox

* 3acar Aaprbir CoOHroryma wyyn COHroHo. XaMrMnH ONOH caHarn aBcaH Hap
A3BLUUIY 3acar gapra GonHo.

2. llyyn coHrox cuctem
*  XYYMHTAI caHanblH XyyAcaap XaMrmiiH UX caHan aBcaH Hap O3BLUNMYUA

COHrorfoHo. CaHarnblH TOO T3HLB3I cyranaa siByynHa.

»  COHrory CoHryynumH xyyacaHn MaHgaTtblH TOOroop TAMASIMArad XMnHa.

«  Teneeneryeep COHIOIACOH XYH 3acar [Japraap COHrorA4BOI TYYHWIAr Xxarcaanrtaac
Xacy fapaaruiii XyH Hb COHIOrOHO.

3. Xonumor cuctem

* XYYUHTIN caHanblH Xyyacaap XaMMMNH MX caHan aBcaH Hap A49BLIMrYng wyyn
COHIorgoHo.

«  TOMPOIT LYY[ COHIOrACOH HAp A3BLUMIYAMIAH aBCaH caHanaac ragHa yrnacaH
caHanaac Ham 6yp eepuiiH aBcaH caHanTal nNponopuyoHanuap KomneHcauninH
xarcaanTtag MaHaaT aBHa.

* Ham wyyp caHan xypaanTtaap 5%-nac noow caHan aBcaH 60n komneHcaummnH
arcaanTtaap MaHaaTt aBaxryw.

XaBcpanT 1.

OPOH HYTIUIAH COHIYYIb OAXb YNC TOPUAH HAMYYObIH BOMOH OPOH HYTIUIAH XYPIbIH
BAUTYYMNIATbIH YW AXXUNIAFAAH OAXb YIIC TOPUAH HAMYYObIH OPOMNLIOO

3oxuuyynaar.

Y3yynant WUcnanu ync Xon6ooHbl byrp AHrnu ync Wpnanp ync OaHun ync
Haipampax FepmaH
Ync
1. | XyynuiiH “OpOH HYTTUIAH [anxuitH 2 gyraap 2000 oHA 1898 oHA 1953 OHbI
Hap 3acar 3axupraaHbl [alHbl Japaaraac napnameHtaap | “OpoH HyTrUiiH | “YHACSH
YHOC3H Xyynb”. 1979 | OPOH HyTrMiH 6atnaracaH 3axupraaHbl XyYnUinH
OHJ 3H3 Xyynuap coHryynua “OpoH “OpoH WMpnaHabiH akT’-aap
apa4uncaH opoH HYTIWIAH 3acar HYTIWIAH 3acar | akT’-bIr 6atnaH | OPOH HYTIUINH
HYTTWAH COHIYynUIAT | 3axmpraaHbl Xyynb’- 3axupraaHbl rapracat. COHIyynuinr
SABYYmCaH. nap sByyngar 605coH. | akt’-aap 3oxuLyynaar.
OPOH HYTTUIAH
COHryynuir
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2. T OpOH HYTMUIAH Ync TepuitH Hamaac Ync TepuitH OpOH HYTIUIAH OpOH HYTIUIAH
a 3eBnenTan’. HAP A3BLUC3H HaMblH 36eBnenTan 36Bnesn Hb
= 3eBnenuiitH rMwyyaTan sesnen xapbsianantan | 6anHa. yrc TOPUNH
2 rUwyyavnr ync OPOH HYTIUAH rmwyyaaap 3eBnen Hb Hamyyaaac
i (Ev TOPUIAH HaMm caHan yavpanarbir [amxyynaH npornopuuaHasns | Hap A3BLUYYITX,
S g 60nrox, npragaac X3p3anKyynaar. TyXﬁVIE—i OpOH cucTemMasp COHIOIACOH
5— ? :gzrggor. MwyyH HYTMIAH 6ypaaar. 3esnen geneenneec
SR pcaH 3eBneng Hb ron ync YPASHS.

5 8 TOXMonaona HaMblH TOPWINH Hamaac
25 COHryynb siByynaxryw 6oanoroo XamaapanTan.
S & COHryynb[ X3pP3anKyynaar.
2 § OpCOH caran
S 5 aBcaH HOPCUINH
z 5 xarcaantaap
[spes [apaarvini XyHunr
=5 LYY/ COHIOAOT.
=y OnoHxu cyyaan
%‘ aBcaH HaMblH
5 rnLyyaaac
8- 30BMENUIH Japrbir
TOMUWIAOT.
3. g OnoHxu 6oncoH My>XbIH OpOH My>xbIH OPpOH HYTIUIAH
=B HaMbIH caHarn HYTMUIAH 36BNenuitH 30Brenuir 30BMeNUIAr ron
= 6onrox ToMunyyncaH | rmwyyauiH AyHaaac | MProadac Wyyn | ync TepuitH
é § E 3eBnenuitH aapra 3axuMpardvmnr COHrofor. | COHroracoH Hamaac Hap
z ‘; 2 g | He opoH HYTTVAH 3axupary [3BLLYYIK,
S5 i 2 |3axvpraasl yavpaaar. COHIOrACOH
EzEQ 6yx Tomunroor 3axupary
T é 2 O | xurpar. SHaxyy yavpaaxa.
3E 5 TOMWIITOOTOOPOO
8‘ § =Y AamxyynaH Ham Hb
= yrnc TepuitH 6oanoroo
© X3PIANKYYNAAT.
* % %
XaBcpant 2
FAOAALbIH 3APUM OPHbl COHIYYNIUMAH TOITONLOOHBbI TANTAAPXU XAPbLYYNANT
YncblH Hap paBwyynax Hap vaay COHryynuimH CaHnan aBax Hap asBwurymitH
H3p Xxan6ap ASBUIYYNIX | 3pXUVH Tepen 3arBap Xarcaant
Hac Xyrauaa
OAHN Ync TepuiiH Ham, 6re | 18 4 xmn XyBb TaHUyynax | d Hondt HambiH >xxarcaant
[aaH Hap A3BLUMMY
PPAHL| Ync TepuiiH Ham, 18 6 xun 3500-aac onoH | d Hondt 3500-aac a3l
6ynarnan, 6ve gaaH TOOHbI OPLUMH TOOHbI OPLUMH Cyyry
HAp A3BLNMY cyyrytan 6on HIANTTaN
XYBb TOHLIYYN3X
FEPMAH | ¥nc TepuiiH Hawm, 6re | 18 5/6 xun d Hondt HambiH >xarcaant
[aaH Hap A3BLUMMY
WPNAHL | ¥Ync TepwiitH Hawm, 6ue | 18 5 xumn XyBb TOHLYYN3X | HAT LWMIMKNX
[aaH Hap A3BLIMMY caHan (STV)
WCIMAHW | 250-aac ueeH TooHbl | 18 4 xun 250-aac ueeH d Hondt HamblIH xarcaanT
OpLUWH cyyryTaii TOOHbI OPLUMH xaantran
XYBb TOHLIYYIISX cyyryTam XyBb
TIHLYYN3X
AHIMN Ync TepuiiH Hawm, 6re | 8 4 xun HAI LUMIMKUX OniinaHxm
[aaH Hap A3BLIMMY caHan (STV) ONOHXM
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XascpanT 3

WUcnaHu ync
http://countrystudies.us/spain/79.htm

Local Government

Institutions of local government have undergone marked transformations since the Franco era,
when they functioned primarily as instruments of the central government. The overhauling of
administration at the local level had to wait, however, until a degree of political reform had been
achieved at the national level. The first fully democratic local elections following Franco’s demise
were held in 1979, and limited reforms were introduced at the local level in 1981, but it was not
until 1985 that the fundamental reorganization and democratization of local administration was
completed with the passage of the Basic Law on Local Government (Ley Reguladora de las
Bases de Regimen Local--LRBRL).

This law outlines the basic institutions at the municipal and the provincial levels, establishes
guidelines for the sharing of responsibilities among the different tiers of administration, and
lists the services that local authorities are to provide. The responsibilities of municipalities vary
in proportion to the size of their populations. Municipal governments share responsibility with
the regional government in matters of health and education. Both the central and the regional
governments may delegate additional powers to municipalities. Because of the degree of
authority that has been devolved to the autonomous communities from the central government,
local institutions are politically dependent on these communities; however, they remain to a
large extent financially dependent on Madrid.

Government at the municipal level is administered by a Municipal Council, the members of
which are directly elected by universal suffrage and according to proportional representation.
The number of council members is determined by the population of the municipality; a minimum
of five is required by law. There is no limit to the number of times councillors may be re-elected.
If they die, resign, or are dismissed, they are replaced by the next person on the electoral list of
their political party; therefore, there are no by-elections.

The council is elected every four years, and it cannot be dissolved. The law requires it to meet
in full session at least every three months; extraordinary sessions can be called by either the
mayor or one-fourth of the council membership. The council does not formulate major laws, but
drafts regulations related to legislation from the Cortes or the regional parliament. It oversees
the budget, and it may raise taxes to supplement grants from the central and the regional
governments.

Each Municipal Council is headed by a mayor, who is elected following local elections, from
among the council members, and who, in most instances, serves as the leader of the majority
party in the council. In addition to being chairman of the council, directing municipal administration,
heading the municipal police force, and exercising extensive powers of appointment, the mayor
plays a major public relations role and enjoys a great deal of prestige.

Municipalities of more than 5,000 inhabitants have a Municipal Commission to assist the mayor
in the exercise of his duties. Municipal administration in such towns is divided into departments
and districts, the leaders of which are ultimately responsible to the mayor.

Government at the provincial level has retained an element of its Francoist function as an
outpost of the state. The Constitution defines the provinces as territorial divisions “designed
to carry out the activities of the central government.” The civil governor, who is the highest
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executive of the state administration at the provincial level, is appointed by the prime minister
on the recommendation of the minister of interior. Thus, the governors are usually political
appointees, as was the case during the Franco regime, although they have less power than
they did formerly. They continue to be responsible for the state police and the security forces
that operate at the provincial level. In addition to ensuring the implementation of state policies in
the provinces, they function as a liaison between local authorities and the central government.
Provincial government is administered by a Provincial Council, which consists of deputies
elected by the municipal councillors from among themselves. They remain on the Provincial
Council for four years and may be re-elected for as many terms as they remain municipal
councillors. As is the case with the municipal councils, the Provincial Council does not have the
power to draft major laws, but it may establish regulations based on legislation from the Cortes
or the regional parliament.

Each Provincial Council is headed by a president, who is elected by all the members of the full
council. Although the civil governor is the highest representative of the central government in the
province, the president of the Provincial Council has the responsibility for the government and
administration of the province. The office of president of the Provincial Council was established
during the Franco years, but it was largely overshadowed by that of the civil governor. Since the
advent of democracy to Spain, the council president has acquired more prestige, and the role
of the governor has been reduced.

Provincial government is administered differently in the Basque provinces, the single-province
autonomous communities, the Balearic Islands, and the Canary Islands. The Basque provinces
have more extensive privileges because of their status as “historic territories,” which makes their
provincial councils more powerful than those of other provinces. The autonomous communities
that are made up of a single province assume all provincial powers and responsibilities, thereby
obviating the need for provincial institutions. Because of the geographical separation that exists
within the island chains, government and administration have been entrusted to island councils,
which enjoy greater powers than their provincial counterparts. The small North African enclaves
of Ceuta and Melilla have a special status: they are organized as municipalities of the provinces
of Cadiz and Malaga, respectively. In both towns, civil authority is vested in an official, called
the delegado del gobierno, who is directly responsible to the Ministry of Interior in Madrid. In
1986 the enclaves received municipal autonomy under the provisions of Spain’s devolution
of authority to regions, but, unlike Spain’s other regional assemblies, they were not granted
legislative powers. In March 1986, a large crowd of demonstrators in Ceuta protested this
denial of full autonomy.

FepmaH ync

Appendices
1. Local Government Laws in North RhineWestphalia Until September 1999 Since September
1999 Double-top, consisting of a mayorand Uniform top communal director

Mayor leads Council sessions. Mayor leads administration deputies.

Council elects Mayor. Mayor is elected (for the first time in 1999) by citizens.
Council elects the communal director. Mayor leads Council sessions.
Council elected by the citizens. Council is elected by citizens.

Council elects deputies. Council elects deputies.

Council controls administration. Council controls administration.

Communal director leads administration Administration deputies work for
deputies. citizens.

Administration deputies work for citizens.

http://www.iuscomp.org/gla/literature/localgov.htm
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Introduction: Local government administration in Germany
The position of municipalities in the government and administrative structure

The local autonomy of towns, municipalities and districts is a key element of modern consti-
tutional states. It is "local democracy”. The guaranteed rights of towns, municipalities and dis-
tricts, laid down in the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany and in the constitutions
of the Laonder, to organise and administrate the affairs of the local community themselves is the
expression of democracy in practice and is an indispensable element of a rule of order that en-
sures freedom. Local autonomy safeguards the power of decision at local and district level for
the people and presents it as an important element of a decentralised distribution of powers.

The Federal Republic of Germany is a state governed by the rule of law in which the principle
of the separation of powers applies. For this reason, the distribution of state power is not only
horizontal into the legislature, the executive and the judiciary. State power is also divided verti-
cally, i.e. into the organs of the Federation, the 16 Londer and the local authorities (municipali-
ties, towns and districts). The principle of subsidiarity plays an important role in local autonomy;
it obliges the state to assist the smaller, subordinate entities such as Lander, districts and local
authorities, but it prevents the state from intervening in their tasks if they can perform them on
their own.

In Germany today there are five constitutionally distinct and legally independent political lev-
els. From top to bottom they are:

*  The level of the European Union as the association of various European nation states,

*  The level of the Federal Republic of Germany as a nation state with constitutional sov-
ereignty vis-a-vis other states,

*  The level of the 16 Lander as member or subordinate states without sovereignty vis-a-
vis other states, including the state intermediate authorities (regional government, chief
official in a region),

* The level of the districts and the towns not belonging to a district and

*  The level of the towns and municipalities.

Districts, towns and municipalities are included in local autonomy. In this connection, it must be
remembered that the districts (and the towns not belonging to a district) have to fulfil particular
functions. They are regional authorities and an association of local authorities and, at the same
time, they are also lower state administrative authorities. Local government tasks are divided
between the districts on the one hand and the towns and municipalities on the other according
to the principle that the supralocal services that cannot be provided by the municipalities are
largely provided by the districts.

Thus, for example, the construction and maintenance of a waste disposal facility exceed the
financial means of an individual municipality. The district takes on this task for all municipalities
belonging to the district.

The structure of the districts is similar to that of the municipalities. Their parliament, the district
council, is elected by the district’'s population. The district council - just like the town council
in the towns - is the main organ of the district's autonomy. The administration of the services
provided by the towns and municipalities has priority over the responsibility of the districts. The
supralocal districts are, therefore, only responsible if a task exceeds the capacity of a munici-
pality to provide a service. The responsibility of the towns and municipalities has priority.
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Municipalities and the state

The municipalities form a part of the state’s authority. They are termed the lowest level in the
state and administrative structure, below the Federation and the Lander. Each one of these
levels is represented and legitimised by parliaments. When looking at the relations between
local authorities to the higher levels, a distinction must be made between the relations of towns,
municipalities and districts to the Federation on the one hand and to the respective Land on
the other.

In principle, the Federation is only the guarantor of the institutions of local government, but
has - apart from a few exceptions - no direct relations to individual municipalities or districts.
However, with its legislation the Federation influences the municipalities in many ways. These
laws affect the local authorities in their capacity as links in the state structure and oblige them
to implement the federal laws and have financial consequences, such as payment of social
benefit.

The relations of local administrations to their respective Land are very close. This is a result
of the fact that the towns, municipalities and districts are constitutional elements of the Land
in question. They are directly integrated in the administrative structure of the Land. In most of
the Laonder there is a three tier administrative structure. Supreme Land authorities are the Land
governments and the Land ministries. Intermediate Land authorities are mostly called regional
governments. The lowest Land authorities are integrated in the district administrations and the
towns not belonging to a district. The Land authorities are state administrative units whereas
the towns and municipalities are local authorities. The districts and towns not belonging to a
district are lower state authorities and local authorities at the same time.

The basis for the close interlinkage between the Lander and "their” local authorities is in the
Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany. According to the division of responsibilities in
the Basic Law, the power to regulate local government law lies with theLander. The organisa-
tion and responsibilities, rights and duties of the municipalities are thus regulated in the local
government laws of each of the Lander.

Constitutional foundations of local autonomy

Local autonomy in the Federal Republic of Germany is guaranteed in Article 28 of the Basic
Law and in the corresponding provisions of the Land constitutions. According to this Article the
constitutional order of the Lander must conform to the principles of the republican, democratic
and social state governed by the rule of law.

In the Londer, districts and municipalities the people must have a parliament, according to
Article 28 (1) of the Basic Law, elected by general, direct, free, equal and secret ballots. Thus,
the requirements of Federal elections are also constitutionally required for the Lander and local
authorities.

Article 28 (2) of the Basic Law guarantees the municipalities local autonomy by granting them
the right to manage all their own affairs on their own responsibility within the limits set by the
law. The right of self-government also includes responsibility for financial matters.

The guarantee of local autonomy prohibits Federal and Land legislation from removing the
rights of the local authorities to manage their own affairs or from restricting this right to such an
extent that the substance of the autonomy is taken away from within. Although local autonomy
may be inviolable in principle as an organisational form it does not contain any guarantee of
existence for an individual municipality. Municipalities can be dissolved by means of an act of
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parliament, tasks can be taken away from them or assigned to them if special reasons of the
public well-being speak for this action. These reasons are deemed to be the case if essential
territorial and functional reforms are being carried out provided that the structural principle of
local autonomy per se remains unaffected.

The following sovereign rights largely belong to the responsibility of the municipality and they
cannot be infringed by the Federation or the Lander within the limits of higher laws:

* Personnel sovereignty: This grants the municipalities the right to select, engage,
promote and dismiss staff.

* Organisational sovereignty: This encompasses the right for the municipalities to or-
ganise the administration themselves.

* Planning sovereignty: This grants the municipalities the power to organise and shape
municipality territory under their own responsibility by drawing up urban development
plans (land use and building plans).

* Legislative sovereignty: This entails the right to pass municipality bylaws.

* Financial sovereignty: This entitles the municipalities to be responsible for managing
their income and expenditure.

* Tax sovereignty: This grants the municipalities the right to raise taxes (provided that
this right has not been revoked by a higher law).

Municipalities and the European Union

In recent years it has been an important task of the European Union (EU) to create an appropri-
ate legal framework to facilitate the growing together of European states to the benefit of their
citizens. One important element within the European unification process is guaranteeing and
securing the municipalities’ right to autonomy. In this process great care is taken to ensure that
local autonomy is not weakened or even impaired in the course of European unification. The
Member States of the European Union themselves granted high priority to the independence of
local authorities in the European Charter of Local Government. The law in the Federal Republic
of Germany and the Federal Lgnder is in line with the principles anchored there.

In addition to these matters of local government law the EU exerts further influence on local
authorities in Germany, as can be seen, among other things, in the consequences of the Maas-
tricht Treaty. Thus, for example, local authorities have to observe European regulations directly.
Approximately half of the EU Directives concerning the single market are to be implemented by
the local authorities; for instance this applies to competition policy including invitations to tender
for local authority building projects and sales of plots of land, to utilities, water quality control,
waste policy and the freedom of competition for various freelance workers who are traditionally
of particular importance in local authority policy.

The local authorities no longer exclusively deal with higher German policy and administrative
levels, they must also deal with an additional European authority. As a result of this there are
new constraints on action for the municipalities, but also new opportunities. For example, new
opportunities arise from active participation in the Committee of the Regions, an EU advisory
body, made up of, among others, representatives from the regions and local authorities.

2. Historical development of the municipalities

There have been municipalities for many centuries and they already exist as original forms of
organisation before the state penetrates a country with its administration[*]. Although many mu-
nicipalities can look back on an extremely long history - for example Bonn, which is 2,000 years
old - local autonomy as we know it in Germany today has its roots in the Prussian Local Gov-
ernment Code of 1808 developed by the German statesman and reform politician Karl Freiherr
vom und zum Stein (1757 - 1831). The true historical significance of Stein’s local government
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reform lay in the fact that it no longer regarded the towns and municipalities to be mere ap-
pendages of a totally dominant state. Much rather the local authorities were to be independent
elements and thus the third force in the state and administrative structure alongside the "Reich”
and the "Land”. The political objective of Stein’s Local Government Code was to unite the civic
element with the state, to alleviate the opposition between the authorities and the subjects
and to revitalise and reinforce the sense of community and the individual’'s political interest by
involving the citizens in public administration.

Institutionally, Stein’s Local Government Code, which was revised in 1831, made provision for
a Town Council Meeting that elected a Magistrat as the head of the administration. Although
the local authority policy of Stein’s Local Government Code could be designated civic local
autonomy it was lacking a democratic component: only property-owning male citizens were
permitted to participate.

In the course of the general developments of the 19th century, however, the citizens’ and elec-
toral rights in the local government sector were slowly liberalised and anchored in the constitu-
tion.

The division of tasks between the state and the municipalities was not clearly regulated in the
Constitution of the German Kaiserreich meaning that the administrative courts had to decide
on differences of opinion. In contrast to this the Weimar Reich Constitution of 11 August 1919
vouched for the right of local autonomy within the limits of the law. Since the right to local au-
tonomy was only regarded as an organisational principle of the state there were occasional
direct interventions in local autonomy.

The Local Government Law of 1935 interrupted the tradition of local autonomy. The introduc-
tion of the so-called Fohrer principle and the restriction of the responsibilities of municipality
administrations to advisory functions made local autonomy into an auxiliary instrument of the
centralistic state.

The constitutions issued in each of the Lander after the Second World War made new provi-
sions for the fundamental principles of local government law. Building upon this, the individual
Local Government Laws were issued in which the various influences of the occupying powers
could clearly be seen.

FepmaH ync
http://www.citymayors.com/government/germany_government.html

Local government

In all but one of the 16 Lander, the council system exists whereby each local government, in
the form of the municipal council, is generally elected on a five year term, though this can vary
between four and six years.

Each council is headed by an elected mayor, known as the Bergermeister, who acts as head
of both the council and the administration. The mandate can vary from four to nine years. In
the Land of Hessen however, the magistrat system is used, whereby the mayor presides over
magistrates appointed by the council to act as the administration. Common responsibilities

of this tier include planning, water management, social welfare and the building and mainte-
nance of schools. Some councils also engage in cultural, economic development and energy-
related activities, depending on the Land.

There are around 14,000 municipalities in the 16 Lander. Above the local tier and beneath the
Lander, a tier of 300 units of local administration known as Kreise (districts) also exists. These
are overseen by a district council, with a mandate varying between one and four years, again

11
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according to the Land. Aside from the legislative function of its council, the administration
(Landratsamt) is headed by a district president (Landrat), who is either appointed by the coun-
cil or directly elected for a five to eight year term. This tier engages in the construction and
maintenance of roads, some aspects of social welfare and waste management, though some
are also able to engage in tourism promotion, libraries and higher education.

Cities represent the lowest level within the three administrative levels (federal, state, city) in
Germany. The Federation and the Lander put certain tasks to the municipalities — they are
also supposed to allocate the corresponding funding with it which, in reality, is not always the
case. Within the framework of self-administration, the cities organise and administrate their
own voluntary activities which they also have to pay for from the cities own budgets.

The cities’ own activities are part of the city’s so-called own circle of responsibility. These may
be voluntary or they may be prescribed by the state as obligatory. In such cases, the state
does not interfere in the implementation of such activities nor does it issue instructions. Also
the cities have to take care of additional tasks which have been allocated to them by the state.
These tasks are part of the so called circle of allocated responsibilities in which the state

uses municipal institutions and organises the implementation of allocated responsibilities by
instructions.

Voluntary activities are fulfilled by the municipality and the municipality itself decides how
these are handled. Another field of activity are the obligatory areas which are not directed
from above, like water, waste disposal, energy supply and such. The municipality is free to
handle activities in these fields on their own or elect to outsource them to private businesses,
which has become a common practice during recent years. The so-called activities commis-
sioned by the Land are carried out by the municipal administration in its area, as the lowest
official body in the federal system. These include the organisation of elections, the registration
for the military and others.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_government_in_England

AHrnu ync
Councillors and mayors

Main articles: Cabinet-style council and Elected mayors in the United Kingdom

Councils have historically had no split between executive and legislature. Functions are vested
in the council itself, and then exercised usually by committees or subcommittees of the council.
The post of leader was recognised, and leaders typically chair several important committees,
but had no special authority. The chair of the council itself is an honorary position with no
real power. Under section 15 the Local Government and Housing Act 1989, committees must
roughly reflect the political party makeup of the council; before it was permitted for a party with
control of the council to “pack” committees with their own members. This pattern was based on
that established for municipal boroughs by the Municipal Corporations Act 1835, and then later
adopted for county councils and rural districts.

In 2000, Parliament passed the Local Government Act 2000 to require councils to move to an
executive-based system, either with the council leader and a cabinet acting as an executive au-
thority, or with a directly elected mayor — either with a mayor and cabinet drawn from the coun-
cillors — or a mayor and council manager. There is a small exception to this whereby smaller
district councils (population of less than 85,000) can adopt a modified committee system. Most
councils are using the council leader and cabinet option, while 52 smaller councils have been
allowed to propose alternative arrangements based on the older system (Section 31 of the Act),
and Brighton and Hove invoked a similar provision (Section 27(2)(b)) when a referendum to
move to a directly elected mayor was defeated.

12
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There are now twelve directly elected mayors, in districts where a referendum was in favour of
them. Many of the mayors are independents (notably in Hartlepool and Middlesbrough, which
in parliamentary elections are usually Labour Party strongholds). Since May 2002, only a hand-
ful of referendums have been held, and they have all been negative apart from Torbay. Of the
mayors, all but Stoke-on-Trent’s are mayor and cabinet-based. The Executive, in whichever
form, is held to account by the remainder of the Councillors acting as the “Overview and Scru-
tiny function” - calling the Executive to account for their actions and to justify their future plans.
As a relatively new concept within local government, this is arguably an under-developed part
of local municipal administration. In a related development, the Health and Social Care Act
2001, Police and Justice Act 2006, and 2006 local government white paper set out a role for
local government Overview and Scrutiny in creating greater local accountability for a range of
public-sector organisations.

Boroughs in many cases are descendants of municipal boroughs set up hundreds of years
ago, and so have accreted a number of traditions and ceremonial functions. Where borough
councils have not adopted a directly elected mayor, the chair of the council is the mayor. In
certain cities the mayor is known as the Lord Mayor. The chairman of a town council is styled
the Town Mayor.

Councils may make people honorary freemen or honorary aldermen. A Mayor’s term of office
denotes the municipal year.

Elections

The area which a council covers is divided into one or more electoral divisions — known in
district and parish councils as “wards”, and in county councils as “electoral divisions”. Each
ward can return one or more members; multi-member wards are quite common. There is no
requirement for the size of wards to be the same within a district, so one ward can return one
member and another ward can return two. Metropolitan borough wards must return a multiple of
three councillors, while until the Local Government Act 2003 multiple-member county electoral
divisions were forbidden.

In the election, the candidates to receive the most votes win, in a system known as the multi-
member plurality system. There is no element of proportional representation, so if four candi-
dates from the Mauve Party poll 2,000 votes each, and four candidates from the Taupe Party
poll 1,750 votes each, all four Mauve candidates will be returned, and no Taupe candidates will.
Although this has been said by some to be undemocratic,® minor and local single-issue parties
do tend to do much better at local elections than they do in general elections, so the case for
reform is perhaps less clear. In any event, the system is not likely to change for the foreseeable
future.

The term of a councillor is usually four years. Councils may be elected wholly, every four years,
or “by thirds”, where a third of the councillors get elected each year, with one year with no elec-
tions. Recently, the “by halves” system, whereby half of the council is elected every two years,
has been allowed. Sometimes wholesale boundary revisions will mean the entire council will
be re-elected, before returning to the previous elections by thirds or by halves over the coming
years.

http://www.citymayors.com/government/ireland_government.html

WpnaHng ync
Local government in Ireland

British with a distinct Irish accent
By Andrew Stevens, Deputy Editor
26 May 2009: Local government in the Republic of Ireland predates its national political struc-

13



BOANOIbIH CYOANTAA WNHXWITT3

CypanraaHbl amxTran, VIII 6ot

tures, with much of the constitutional arrangements laid down under British rule in the late
nineteenth century remaining in place. Ireland’s local government arrangements consist of 29
county and county borough councils with a set of smaller town and in some cases borough
councils at the sub-tier. Irish councils serve 4.1m people and have lost many of their powers to
centralising instincts on the part of national government.

Both the Republic of Ireland and the Island of Ireland itself (including the British-governed prov-
ince of Ulster) are considered to be geographically part of the British Isles but this has more
currency in considering Europe’s geographical make-up than in political terms, for a variety of
reasons. Among those in the Republic who resent the term ‘British’ the neutral term is ‘Islands
of the North Atlantic’, though this has yet to gain widespread acceptance.

The history between Ireland and its neighbour in the form of the United Kingdom has been
characterised by a number of invasions and wars, with legal incorporation beginning in 1801
with the Act of Union and ending in 1920 with the Government of Ireland Act, which saw the 26
counties of the Catholic south secede from the United Kingdom to leave the six counties of the
Protestant north in place. Within the Island of Ireland itself, 4.1m are resident in the Republic
and 1.7m live in the United Kingdom province of Ulster. Since the peace process brokered in
the late 1990s, a number of North-South political institutions have been created and laws exist
to accord political rights north and south of the border to all citizens of the island.

Ireland makes much of its Christian heritage and the role of religion is central to many people’s
lives throughout the country. In the 1990s, after decades of a sluggish economy, Ireland en-
joyed an unparalleled economic boom and rebranded itself as a ‘Celtic Tiger’. Tourism plays a
major role in the national economy, both rural and in the capital Dublin while agriculture plays
an important role. Ireland also enjoys a vibrant cultural life and heritage.

The Island of Ireland is divided into four traditional provinces, Connacht, Leinster, Munster and
Ulster. These are further divided into 32 historic counties throughout the island, with six remain-
ing north of the border in Northern Ireland (UK). Six counties of the nine counties of Ulster are in
Northern Ireland, with three remaining in the Republic, thus rendering the term Ulster politically
inaccurate if used to denote political boundaries. The four provinces have no administrative
structure, either in the Republic or Northern Ireland. In the Republic the 26 counties are reflect-
ed in administrative counties, except in Tipperary and Dublin, which both have subdivisions. In
Northern Ireland the six counties are defunct in local government terms, with 26 district councils
existing in the province, though the six counties are used for some civil service functions under
the direction of its political institutions.

Dublin has long served as the Irish capital since the island was divided into tribal kingdoms. The
city of Dublin has a population of 495,000, though the metropolitan area including surrounding
counties is estimated at 1.6m. Dublin City Council (known as the Dublin Corporation until 2002)
is presided over by the Lord Mayor of Dublin, a ceremonial post appointed to from among the
city’s 52 assembly members. The post will become directly elected from 2011 but a previous
proposal for an elected city chief was passed in 2002 but later stalled. Executive power cur-
rently resides with an appointed city manager, who oversees a staff of 6,000 city officials and
employees. The city is twinned with Barcelona, Liverpool and San Jose, California.

Outside of Dublin, a varied pattern of local government exists. Local government in the Repub-
lic owes its genesis to the Local Government (Ireland) Act of 1898, which was actually passed
by the United Kingdom’s Parliament at Westminster with the aim of reforming Irish councils
along the lines of those recently created on the mainland. This ushered in a two-tier system
for most of the island, with all-purpose county boroughs in large urban centres. Subsequent
legislation passed by the Irish Parliament has amended this Act but it remains in force today,
in addition to the recognition of local government’s status in the Constitution of Ireland, as
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amended in 1999.

Instead of the 26 historic counties of the south, local government in the Republic is subdivided
into 29 administrative counties, with 24 of the historic counties being reflected by an elected
county council. Dublin is further divided into three counties while Tipperary is divided into North
and South. There are five cities in the Republic, each with their own city council, Dublin, Cork,
Galway, Limerick and Waterford. The five city councils are considered as having the same
power and status as the counties. The sub-tier is generally known as town councils, though
five (including the city of Kilkenny) style themselves borough councils. Local government in
Ireland has seen a steady erosion of its powers since 1945, with a number of functions passing
to central government-appointed boards. Like the city manager in Dublin, each council has an
official manager, who carries out many tasks ordinarily reserved for political leaders elsewhere
in European local government.

Though the pattern of local authorities in Ireland is complex and uneven, the role of local gov-
ernment itself corresponds to a general model of local administration, with locally-elected coun-
cils working within a policy framework determined by the centre. Therefore the elected element
merely provides for minor local variance to such policies and the cover of local democracy
within a highly centralised system. Principally, Irish local authorities exercise limited jurisdic-
tion over education, health, housing, roads, water supply services, sewerage and waste, local
economic development, planning, environmental protection, culture and sport and agriculture.
A review of local government in Ireland commissioned by central government and reporting in
2006, recommended some fiscal reforms to allow for local revenue raising and more autonomy
in local service provision, but this was ultimately rejected by central government.

Local government in Ireland is overseen by the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local
Government, with civil service responsibility residing with the Department of Environment, Heri-
tage and Local Government. The minister between 1997 and 2002, Noel Dempsey of Fianna
Fail, was seen as a reforming minister and oversaw substantial changes, including constitu-
tional recognition of local councils and the introduction of public service reforms. The most
recent occupant of the post, John Gormley, is known for his keenness to devolve more powers
to local councils and introduce elected mayors, including a powerful metropolitan authority for
Greater Dublin headed by an elected mayor. Gormley, a Green and a former Lord Mayor of
Dublin, entered government in 2007 as part of the Fianna Fail-led coalition, which relies on the
support of Greens, the Progressive Democrats and independents.

All councils are elected to by proportional representation and councillors generally belong to
one of the Republic’'s main political parties. Most political parties in Ireland, north and south,
owe their origins to either the Irish civil war or sectarian religious considerations. For instance,
Fianna Fail and Fine Gael represented different sides in the civil war of 1922-23. Catholic-led
Sinn Fein, which aims for a united Ireland, organises throughout the 32 counties, while the
Democratic Unionist Party does not

http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/Denmark1.htm#_3.2_The_Executive

OaHwn ync
The Executive Power and the Local Municipalities

The executive power operates under the authority of the King - in practice, the Prime Minister. He
or she appoints and dismisses the individual ministers, each administrating different branches
of state government. The main examples include the Prime Minister’s Office, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Denmark, the Ministry of Finance, and the Ministry of Justice. There are
nineteen ministers at this time (November 2008). Each ministry typically consists of a central
department and a number of ministerial agencies under its jurisdiction.
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Following the Constitutional Act of 1953 § 82, some public tasks are to be delegated to local
municipalities. The extent and circumstances of the delegations is defined by statutory law, and
the local municipalities exist under the supervision of state authority. According to the recent
reform of the structure of local and regional governance, Denmark is divided into 98 local
municipalities and five regions. Each municipality is governed by an elected body of locally
elected representatives.
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